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Bonnell Continues to Thrive After 60 Years

I

n January 2016, Bonnell Aluminum hosted a luncheon at its Newnan, GA, facility in celebration
of its 60th anniversary (Figure 1). A wholly owned
subsidiary of Tredegar Corporation, the company
is a U.S. manufacturer of custom aluminum extrusions,
headquartered in Newnan with additional manufacturing operations in Carthage, TN; Niles, MI; and Elkhart
IN. It operates a total of 12 extrusion presses, two casthouses, two paint lines, three anodizing lines, and several fabrication lines, including CNC machines, precision recut saws, and other services. Bonnell Aluminum
serves the building and construction, automotive and
transportation, and specialty markets. Since its inception, the company has encountered numerous economic cycles, having faced periods of adversity as well as periods of growth, all the while affirming its commitment
to the business.

Figure 1. Bonnell Aluminum management hosted the company’s 60th
anniversary (L-R): Bob Gregory, Newnan plant manager, and Brook
Hamilton, president of Bonnell Aluminum.

The Bonnell Story
The story of Bonnell Aluminum begins with William Bonnell (Figure 2), who was born
in 1903 on a Missouri ranch
and later went on to study
metallurgy and find employment in Columbus, OH, with
B&T Flooring. Bonnell led the
company to produce their own
selection of decorative metal
trims, and he later became a
partner in the business and
responsible for B&T’s growth
in metals. His expertise in the Figure 2. William Bonnell.
field of aluminum extrusion
was so respected that during World War II scientists building the first atomic bomb turned to Bonnell for help in
developing a way to extrude radioactive uranium samples.
In 1945, Bonnell went to work for Ohio-based Trimedge
Corp., which established an aluminum extrusion operation in Newnan after acquiring a press in 1952. The construction of the new extrusion plant began a year later.
Bonnell became a part-owner of Trimedge of Georgia,
Inc. and, in 1955, bought out his partner, also acquiring
all of the Trimedge patents and trademarks. As a result
of this acquisition, he founded the William L. Bonnell
Company, Inc. (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. The William L. Bonnell Company was founded in Newnan,
GA, in the mid-1950s.

Over the next five years, Bonnell added more popular
extruded products and finishes to the company’s capabilities, tripled production capacity, and built a national
sales force. In 1960, five years ahead of schedule, he made
the final payment to his partner to gain full ownership
of the company. He died shortly thereafter in December
1960. His wife, Mae Bonnell, succeeded her husband as
president of the company, a position she held until the
company was sold to Ethyl Corporation in late 1965.
Under new ownership, the aluminum business expanded with the opening of a new extrusion plant in Carthage
in 1969. In 1973, the company acquired Capital Products,
an aluminum window fabricator, in a deal which transformed Bonnell into a major supplier to the building and
construction industry.
Late in 1988, Ethyl Corporation spun off its plastics,
aluminum, and energy assets into a new subsidiary called
Tredegar Industries Inc., which later became known as
Tredegar Corporation. In 1997 and early 1998, Tredegar acquired three extrusion facilities from the Reynolds Metals Company, which was shifting its focus to
basic aluminum and consumer products. Less than a
year later, Bonnell added to its Canadian presence when
Tredegar acquired Exal Aluminum Inc. During this period, the company prospered, as sales approached $500
million per year.
Shifting its focus back to the U.S. market in 2008, the
company sold its Canadian extrusions operations and announced a plan to expand its Carthage operations with
the addition of a state-of-the-art 5,500 ton aluminum extrusion press capable of producing profiles up to 16 inches in width for commercial architectural applications, a
very unique capability in this size range.
The following year, the U.S. entered one of its most
challenging times with the 2009 recession, pressing the
company to diversify its core markets. With volume down
in excess of 30% over the following two years, Bonnell
engaged in an aggressive plan to increase efficiency at
all levels of the organization by training its employees in
“Lean Six Sigma” methodology.
The company persevered through the challenging
times and completed the installation of the 5,500 press
and handling system, housed in a new 70,000 sq ft building in Carthage by December 2009. This investment enabled the company to serve increased demand for largesize extrusions used in the commercial architectural construction market, a capability not available from other
North American extruders at the time.
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Recent Investments
As the industry moved past the recession, Bonnell decided to expand its served markets. In 2012, the company
acquired 100% ownership of AACOA, Inc., an extrusion
manufacturer with in-house fabrication and anodizing
capabilities. AACOA has manufacturing operations in
Niles, MI, and Elkhart, IN.
Bonnell expanded its offerings in the automotive and
light truck sectors with a $17 million investment in a new
extrusion line in Newnan, with a 5,500 ton Presezzi press
and Turla handling system (Figure 4). The new line was
completed in February 2014 and enabled the company to
begin production of 6000 series aluminum extrusions for
automotive components, including crash management
systems and structural applications.
In 2015, Bonnell completed the expansion of its anodizing line in Carthage, TN. The anodize expansion not
only increased capacity by 35% to meet growing demand
from the construction market, but also improved the
quality of finished profiles.
Moving Forward
The story of Bonnell Aluminum is one of commitment,
perseverance, and achievement. This is why the company
announced in February of this year that it would invest
$18 million to add capacity at its AACOA facility in Niles
to serve the automotive and specialty markets. The investment will include the installation of a new 33 MN, 9
inch extrusion press. It will also include handling systems
and ancillary equipment, as well as additional floor space
to accommodate future value-added fabrication capac-
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Figure 4. A new extrusion line with an automated handling system was
installed in Newnan to cater to the automotive market.

ity. Planned capacity is estimated at 16 million lbs. “With
continued growing demand from our customers, it is exciting to invest in this additional capacity, knowing that
we will satisfy these opportunities with the high quality
products and services that AACOA is known for in the
industry,” commented Brook Hamilton, president and
general manager for Bonnell Aluminum. The new press
is to begin operating at the beginning of 2017.
Since its inception, the company has continually responded to short-term needs and priorities, while never
losing sight of long-term goals. As Bonnell Aluminum
moves forward into the future, the company is prepared
to meet the challenges and successes to come.
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